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Preface 




These people have a sb:^ong desire to read. When 
literacy is discussed, stories like these invariably 
emerge, illustrating the deep, enduring motivations that 
determine whether or not a person learns to read and 
continues to read throughout life. 

The motivation to read often emerges naturall^v a 
riesponse to some strongly felt personal need. Irt t o 
cases, nothing more is required than to help the person 
to learn. The motivation is there. 



- But what of the meny other people whose desire to 
read fails to develop naturally and spontaneously or is 
thwarted by the circumstances of their lives? Can tiiis 
motivation be encouraged or taught? Since we cannot 
alwa^ count on it emerging from some compelling per- 
sonal desire, can it be ignited? 

Ironically^ research on techniques of teaching read- 
. ing has largely overlooked the question of how that 
motivation is created. This neglect was acknowledged 
dimiig the 1973 meeting of the International Book 
Committee at the Regional Book Development Centre 
in Bogo^, Colombia. Agreeing that much more study 
was needed, the committee suggested that a technical 
seminar be held with UNESCO's assistance. 
. Through its National Commissibr* for UNESCO, the 
United States offered to host such a, symposium. As a 
Testiltj eight delegates from five countries gathered at 

A tile Mohonk Mountain House in New Paltz, New York, 
. from May S through May 8, 1976, to discuss promotion 

of tiie reading habit* 
^ The puxposes of the symposium were twofold : 

^ To analyze and discuss various problems asso- 
ciated with motivating people to learn to read 
and to continue reading. 

S To recommend programs of action and research 
in reading motivation. 

The participants were chosen not only for their varied 
experiences in literacy and reading programs^ but es- 
. pecially for their abilities to create new directions for 
the kinds of researoh needed in reading motivation. 

Surely, motivation to read can *never be divorced 
from questions of methods of reading insmiction* But 
\the s3rmposium chose at tiie outset to leave aside Ae 
perennial question of how to teach reading skillg. There ^ 
was consensus among the participants that years of \ 
experimentation with teaching techniques ha^e yielded 
a variety of approaches, many of which can be applied 
effectively. Although the debate over the relative effec- 
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*C ^ r judge! that once a peKon becomes detemiified to learnl 

'0^^^^^ :C read, useml techniques can ]^ found* Tlie :^^^^ 

V." ' . , question ir that of how reading motivation is created^, 

J',' . and it IB here tiiat our ignorance is most profound/ 



This report is a condeniation of a taeeting in which 
^ardcipan^ expreised opinions and shared, experi- 
encei, with no iritehtibn of producing a formal position 
statement of ^eir gbvemmentt or of ; UNESGO, r- 
' ' Although the repdrt ii a reflection of die participant' 
disouiiiori^ tihe Academy for .Educational Devialopment 
takes sole reiponsibiUty for what is included her^ 

Tile .participants made recommendatiohs witii the 
hope that they 'would be seriously consid^^ by\ 
UNESCO, ite cooperating national commlisioni: around 
Ae worldi^and otiier national and international bodies, . 
Speaking as one participant^ and I believe on behaU of 
all^ I think this repdrt warrants carefiil review by policy 
planners^ adminisU'ators^ researche:^^. and practitipnOT 
in govemmental, cultural^ and educational institutions 
as they formulate policies, research^ and programs to 
encourage people to leam and to build a. lif etima habit 
of reading and learning/ 
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Assumptions 



^r£y in the deliberations, wa agreed upon four 
assumptions^ i . < 

^ H Motivation is noncoercive^ invslmng inHrndl 
% drives or external stimulation md encourage- 

ment.. 

There are no negalivG connotations in our use of the 
word ''motivation.** We recognise that people are 
prompted to act both by personal, inner drives and by 
external forces. We do not consider manipulatibn or/ 
coercion to tie forms of motivation. ^ 

^ People have an innate desire to communicate. 
Surely^ if^is possible to motivate people to read, 

^ neading is essential in most cultures throughout 
the ivorld. It is fimdmnentally desirable that 
peoplelearn to read and continiw reccing, 

"There are both rural and urban areo where It is pos- 
sible to survive without being able to read. But We con- 
tend that nearly everyone's life wilL be enhanced 
^^through reading. / 
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More research^ and action derwed from the rs- 
search, ar0dmirable,: 

\ ; Tliere are, of course, some stodies of reading motiva- 
tion; the bibliop'aphiei in Appendices E and F list 
i fliem. There is alio much specula tion about why people 
rtad or do not read; But vast areas of ihe problem re- 
main untouched by research and analysis. 
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Why Read? 



Deciding what tq^Jread, how much to read, or wKether^ 
to read at all is an individual, private matter influ- 
enced by personal needi as well as an airay of cultunil^ 
social, religious, economic and political forces. At one 
exh'eme are people with a brbaft range of reading 
choices. At the other are those who have eidier no op- 
portunity or no desire to read. Reco^izihg At^itagger- 
ing diversity of hiunan hopei^ interests, and endekvoi^^ 
the effort to understand why people read or fail to read 
is an immenie undertaking. : 

While acknowledging the. enormity of the task^ we 
nevertheleis sought to address the problems of onotiva- . 
tion for basic literacy as well ai motivation for lifelong 
reading, in developed as well as dtveloping counties. 
Our scopG was global, although we knew Aat we could 
not cover tile full topic in three days of discussimit or 
in a few pages of text* ^ 

The broad philosophical questions contained in ^isues 
of culture, politics, and economics may seem removed: 
from any individuars desire to read. But they have 
i enormous impact on r^e individuars hopes and a^va:^./ 
tions and muit be recppiized.by professionali who de-' 
yote their lives to promoting the reading habit. 
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r J Rtading hel^^ man to fulfill his needs* Many people 
'develop an internal motivation to read, recogniiing^at 
^ ; : it wiU help.them to improve tiheir livei. Whtn the mo- 
: ; Ovation does not emei^ natm*aUy and spontaneouslyv 
^ ^e p^on mmt flrst undez^tand what his .needs are, 
ii- V ' theii realize that his needs can be satisfl^ through 
reading, and ilnally, be provided with ^e ikiU to read 
: and with reading materiali Uiat will^ in fact, help him 
to improve hi^ life. The formula sounds simple. Its ap- 
V \ jJication tiiroui^out the world is veiy complex. . 

Personal needs are influenoed by one's cultural back- 
. V groimo, sofeiaLpatt as well as political and economic 
jforces. Each of these influences deserves separate 
attention. 

The Cultural and Social Context y 

'rtie ciilture and society that shape an individuars 
^ needs and actions indnde such influehctli as the family^ 
reUpon, peers, the cdmmunity, and eduqatiori. In 
neariy all culturei, the family is cenlraL All 'cultures 
^ansmit learning from one *generatio^ to- the next, and 
when a culttare accepts reading as one powerful trans- 
mitter of leamingj then parent, the community, 
church, and school will worlk together Itp encourage 
reading. But most cultures are plural, ratiier tlian mono- 
lithic, witfi conflicting values vying for people's alle- 
giance. A young boy may be encouraged by his teachers 
' to read and study. Yet, if his father feels that intellec- 
. tual pursuite are not essential to tihe family's survival^ 
the boy is apt not to leam to read. Converaely, a moAer 
and. fatiier might desperately want their daughter to 
learn to read, but Jf there are few places in the ele- 
mentary school for females (as ;in some less-developed 
countries) , tiia t child may remain illiterate. 

Rea'Sing is a lifelong activity, and= even if a young 
. child is motivated to learn to read, additional motiva= 
tions must operate to sustain or expand tiie use of his 
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dniy for obteining high scon^ on teste or High inconiw 
in business^ h# may not continue to read for pleasiJirt or 
to enrich Ms life. 

How a culture fostfrs self-esteam will also att^t peo* 
ple'i desire to read. A society Aat venaratei its wise and 
learned people provide a stolon jj incentive for everyone 
read. However, tfie predoTninaritly literate society 
also may cast a stigma on adulte who have not leam^ 
to read^ a stipna not foiind in iocietiea where literacy 
is less conimon, TOat stigma^ often a humiliating era- 
barrassment to be hidden at all posts, can be^ia bSmer 
in reaqhing arid motivating illiterate adults to read. To 
admit to illiteracy in a literate Bdciety and to seek read- 
ing instruction may require uncommon courage, v 

Urbaiiization j^s anoUier motiyating factor. People liv- 
irtg in jciues iimply. have mpre opportunity and p'eattt 
. need to read than those in raral araas. Street sipis^ ihop^ 
names^ posters^ newipapers^ and iriagarines^ confront 
the city dweller every day^ qncouraging him to practice 
hii reading skills. / 

The tradition of oral storytelling, s^ll;iound in many 
cultures throughout the world, is view^ by some as 
another barrier to the deyelopmeht of the reading habit 
The reverse, of couFse5alsq may^e tt^ / 
fairy tales can be a valuable inducement to yeading. 
These stories and tales are veiy| aj^pealing, since they ' 
deal with enduring imiversM huriian ; 

Mass literacy may be dlflicult tb kchieve m coun- 
tries where more Aan qn^v language is spoken'---for 
example, ^ne offlcial language pnd a ; riumber of re- 
gional or native languages. Eacll country ^ust weigh 
its culfural vallifes and public sentiment against eco- 
nomic and political eKpediencies! in deciding whether 
to^romots literacy iif tfie official l^hguagey in the otiier . 
languages, or in aU. ■ ^ 

All we have to offer now is otir speculations about 
how ftese cultural forces operate to encourage or dis- 
courage reading; What we need is resetrch tliat will ' 
help us to imderstand such issues as; ;* , , ;■ , 
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Economic Forces 



A nation 'i economy can provide incentives for p^opla 
to read to improve their liveo^ or it can place barriers in 
their way. Poor^ rural people^ clinging daily to Ae edge 
of sundval may regard learning to read as a luxury and 
devoting timti to /reading an indulgtoce. A middle- 

.income factoiy worker aspiring to a managerial job^ 
libwever^ will know that reading ii essential to his 
progresi. / / 

Certainly Ae/rural poor wbuld berieflt from knowing 
how to farin more efBciently^ how to ward off diseasei^ 
how to betted use ; their scarce resources— knowlec^e 
that reading can provide, ^ut because of their poiition 
.witfiin Uie economy, they may have little inspiration 
and little opportunity to overcome their illiteracy. 
, In countriei where the economy is based on a high 
level of technology^ reading is esjential to obtaining a 
job or gaining adyancement, Tlie importance of a liter- 

^ate. population to the industrial and economic develop- 
nient of a countiy is obvioui. If jobs are available and 
thoie jobs require reading or knowledge gained from 
reading, people can be motivated to read. 



; Foi?rexairipl(^ Botewana is dU^tribuling its 
Mi^^niking ariioiig individiial radttcheri, 'Hie cattit / 
wvntii now find that ithey irtiist Imow how to i^ad tht ' 
laws and regulations io ai not to be deprivecTof ftehr , ■ 
fm nhmn of land, Tlie issue in Bo^wana is actually j -V ; V 
more profound dian simply tconomie advancenat : 
involves a most fiuad^mental human principle^ Jsbciar^ ^- 
juitice, a topic we cover in the next lectipn on political 
Sttaictures. ■■■^;r ^'v ; v''. \ = 

Whm people are taxed, particulariy when it is under J 
their own regulation, /A^e are direct incentivi^ foir X 
them to keep informed tiirtjugh readiQg^ /in wder to . V 
know how iheir tttxes are bteing sj^nt^ FiirtfieraaOTe, ^ ^ ; 
iqxation often provides the funds to support tiie schpols^ 
wRich in turn are. charged wifli liie responsiBilil^ of 
teaching people to read. When a nation's resovufces are 
limited, adequate education for reading may' not be 
ayailabla. to satisfy the people's desire for increased 
literacy. . . . ; 

Again, we have litde established evidence Idn' what v 
economic forces stimulate or hinder tiie motiva^on to 
read; Several research' qu^tions, however, become dear: 



iitit^ Forces 

V ' -PoKtics ind literacy are inttrwoYan in complex 

, i^^ and parUcipaUon may 

arouia the incentive to read.. The literacy level of a 
people is often deteiniined by the government*! com- 
imitment to education and literacy. A literate popula- 

n^'^tiozi^ in turn^ can influence ,^e form bf government and 
■flie nature of politica^l ideology, - . ^ 

/ ' '^V These are not abstract forces. They affect iiidi\ddual 

\ human ne^s. A gov^m[ment^&at reflects the imapria^ 
^on of its population can help it^ citizens to fulfill their 

: pm^nai needs and dreams^ The contact between a. gov- 
amment &nd the people it serves flows, in great part, 

> ^^rough reading. / 

^ PoUti^ and economics caji combine to affect r^cBng* 
;^Vnien an individual sees that his political participation 

' can directly affect his optfons for economic sinvival and 
;g^wft, and 'when his participation requires readings 

^^^his motivation can be significantly enhanced. The^ in- 

^ spiration is social and political justice. People wiU- want 
to read when tiiey b^eve tihat they are entitled to so- 
cial justice and recognize that a knowledge of tiie laws 
and the political process will help tiidm to gain tiiat 
justice/ ■/ . : .. : " 

?^y-^^The provisioij of education through the schools is 
often taken for granted. It should not be, for education 

*lis not'imiversal tiiroUghout the world today. It'requirei 
major commitinents of national resoiffces. Itach govera- 
ment inustdecide whetiier penrasive literacy is of higher 
priority than other demands^bn those resbiirces. 

^ Research and action programs must, consider such 
national and regional political questions as: > 
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Practical Problems 



Although the larger issues of culture^ economy, and 
politics are very impoMant^ tiier^ a number pf 
pracUcal problems related to 'education^ availability of 
materiali^ and the .media that muit be addresied by 
research in order to improve the many literacy and 
reading promotion efforts throughout tiie world. 



Education for Rmding 



There are many fomis of reading education. Children ^ 
often learn to read during the course of normal school- 
ing. Young people and adults, who either did not leam 
to read early in life .or who lost their reading ikills, 
also require programs th$t will serv^e their neids* 

Children can learn to read either at homei in school, . 
through television, or through special reading programs 
provided by a libnaiy, a religious p*oup^ or some other 
prganiEation. Parents play a strong role in inspiring 
early learning, and frprn what we know of thii role, 
parental reading habits, their intereit in guiding tiielr 
children's development, tiieir atiStudes toward school 
and learning, and their encouraigement of reading are 
major factors in the formation of a child's lifelong read- 
ing habits, , /' ■ ^ , ' 
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^^mt'^li^ :ot spail:ttaimhg; in : " ^ ^^^^ r^; 

Jmportahi' Sdiools in different coijntries may stress '\ "'\ ' 

pljpipferent \, 
|'|§Sy']^iits felt diit - 
v>^?X States often concen^atta too much on ikills and ttch-^ 
V niques and tbollitde on its joys and plaasurei.. Many of 
|?^^;tlie qpen schools in! England encourage ehildren to ap- 
preciate by having/Aem refui wh^ they vmte V - 

iu^randi^ ^ 
A t ifcr^^ is threatening or frustrating or simply duU, - ; 

'\r'^'^M''y-Ow^., syinpoiium members observed toat tiie- inititu- / 
f^ tioiis^^ tiiat train teachers should emphasige more ^ \; " ■ 

: j^^s^mgly the motfvation or encouragCTient for reading* s 
;r V z--'. Although reading is a hi^ly individual puwuit, most - ; ■ 

y V teac^ must deal wiA many stud^ts and several sub- 
' = - j^cts in a short space of time^ ^us allovdng little op- : ^ 

-pNbrtunity fc^ attention to an individual cMld*i ^ !^ 

: / readi^ / i 

; ; ^ libraries* of ten sv^plement ihe formal sdiool : ' ■ : 

* " pw^ara vvith additional readings actit^ 

aimed at reading for pleaisure. According to our sym-i^ 
: : : poiium participant^ these supplemental pro^aihs; are . J| 

not always in harmony with the school programs^ 
some couhtiies,. the teachers feel that student should ^ n V 
concentrate on their teKtbooks ^and not be 
the fiction or other books they pick froni the libra^* 
Such a reaction is unfortunate^ since these ^supple- ' 
mental programs can often set the itege for Ihe young- - ™ 

child to exploit the informal learaing opportunities that - 
^ surround him. Once the child becomes excited by en= ™ 
joyable reading5 his natural cuifiosity can peipetuate 
future leaniing and pleasure tiirough reading, . 

Adults, either as new literates or lapsed literates, of ten 
require social reading programs offered tiirough title 
„__schools, Hbraries, rel^ and otiier organizations^ or 
. through empldyeTs;or^the=military._Sp^ 

teleiHsion to reach aduit illiterates* For ex^?^pli^7the~^^^ 



16 1 

28 



EKLC 



l^f^f ?'0n the Move,^^ which Aencoiura^ 

TTie^practical problems in motivatirig adulti to laani 
- ? to raad differ iomewhat from the proBIimi \vitfi_ chil- 
. - . dren, As indicated earlier^ the stigma for the nbnlit- 
J ^ erate in a literate society, can be a|n?ajor bamer in 
• . , getting help to iiich a-pex^on. Emba^Exassed to admit 
this deficiency, he is ur?Jiksiy td reafc means to remedy 
; : it. In less literate as well as literate societies, the re- 
sistance of illiterate adults agaimi reading can be over- 
come by honthrea toning ^unembairassing teaidiing 
me^ods. Not only must psychologiral obstacles be over- 
come^ but practical probliams of t^e„. no Areading adult 
must be recbgnized; For example, for adults with full- 
time jobs, reading classes must be Hchedided W cgn£ 
venient rimes. - . " 

One motivational tool found to be suece^fukin^ev- 
era! libraries and literacy programs is called -'bait ma- 
1 teriar'^--^asy to read arid appealing books that can at- 
tract people to the library and' eventually at^act them 
to reading: ^ v\ ' : 

In special literacy programs,^dropouts pose a;CpnstMt 
problem. /Hie director, of one large Uteracy program 
said that even after years of working in ^e field^.sl^ ii v 
. ^ still not sura why people come to learn tb.read^, and khe 
knows even less about why they drop out* Si^dy, ttese 
are topics for careful and systematic r^earda,, : 

Another major problem for adult Uteracy programs ii . 
the availability of appropriate reading mat^als^ a sub- 
ject to be addressed in tiie next secrion of this chapter 
Questions for practical research in education for rtadi- 
ing might include: ^ ..^ , : • , : • 





Availability of Blading Materials 

Motivating' people to read is uselesi if appropriate 
reading materiali do not exist. Sympoiium members 
noted that in ^certain deveioping co^ntriei maisive lit- 
eracy 'Campaigns were mounted and were apparently 
successfully latocHfd, phly to . have Ae new literates 
lose Interest^ *and iapse bkck into illiteracy, for laci of 
materials to read, ^ ■ ^ . . * 

1 Widi so many complex forces at w6rk,-availability of 
printed materials may appear to be one of the $impler 
problems to solve. It is not. There are at leait four major 
areas of consideration: . 
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'I' . ^terials te'fi fte demand in a Articular area? ' ' • ' 
■ ■ *^®y produced and diittibu^ propwly?.' . .." . ' 



ERIC 



Cost or ease of access: Can those who want books^ 
magazines^ and newspapers afford to obtain^em 
or can the libraries provide enough ? 

Content: Art tfie materials intertsting and use^ 
ful to readei^ and is the combination of reading 
difficulty and content appropriate? . 

Desipi: Are &e materials visually ateactiv# to 
readez^?. Does tiie design pretent information ht . 
the most undtrs^andablt form? 1 ^ 



Supply a?id dutribution Bve fftemt problems in.46ss 
affluenrdev^oping countries, which lack publish£ag and 
distribution facilities. arid m often imp'ort booki* Im- 
poittd'materials seldom hold^tiit same interest, as locally 
produced books^ magarines^^^ newspapers. But it ^ 

. vaigr expensive to e^teblish local publishing operations^ 
and Jt is difficult for commercial publish^ in the de- 
veloped countties to ptbduce^^aterials^specificaUy tai- 
lored to the demands and markets of tihe developing 
countries. New readers in^a devrioping country can sd- 

: dom afford to pay prices tiiat Ae foreign commw- : 
cial.publishers must charge in order to meet thtu' ex- 
penses. TheVdevelopment of library systems' can be an ^ 
important step toward solving tiiis probjeni, but it is 
not the total solution. ' \ . - 

Cost or ease of access is anotiier p'eat problem in de- 
veloping counties. Most reading matcriali, especially 
books, are expensive, and. new literates often camjot 
affos'd to buy tiiem THe advent .of tiie paperback has^ 
dbn&'mijch to alleviate tiie cost problem in "^t; devel- 
oped countries, .but other solutions^ such as expanded 
and redesigned libraries, are nt^ed for the developing 
countries. Libraries, hdwevier, require substantial flmd- 
ing to consfmct, to staff, to buy books, and to conduct 
promotion campaigns to attract book borrowti^. < ' - 
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^ ^[^ eraftpanto i^es to^ cost are quaU^ md durar - 
'SSli%* ]&p6cially wiUi schoolbooks, educators and pub- 
lidi^ must decide if it is betttr to produce more escpen- 
rive l|oob;Qiat will aurvive four or five years of use In 
after class^ or to produce less expensive books tiiat 
can be regarded as consumable by each student every 
year. Do chilcb^n become attached to a book Aey re- 
ffLtA as tiieir ovvn and read it many times? How do 
diQr react, to books that they regard as being on tern- 
pOTBry loan to them? Sustaining tiie. reading habit is a 
subtle matter and it may be that such personal reac- 
tions are Jmportant. Wfi need research that tells ias the 
imporiince of these personal reactions and what should 
be done about them. 

Content is a major issue. Some would say it is the 
only issue. It involves not only ;flie subject matter but 
also the appropriateness of the reading skill level and 
the style of writing. For example, materials iar yoimg 
people and adiats^ ^ppcially new literates, must be 
TOitten in a style and at a level that match flie rejider"S 

, ability^ but they cannot be demeaning in tone or con- 
tent vtikewise^ books for children must deal with sub- 
jecte that are interesting to them, but must be neidier 
too simple nor too complex/ to read. The problem is 
particularly acute in developing, coimtries because of 
the lack of local publishing facilities. Even where local 
publishing is possible, there is the further difficulty ^at 
skills native writers must be available. We do not have 
Ae remotest understanding of how to assure tiie con- 
tinuing presence of creative local authors. 

The design of a book or magazine can affect the way 
people approach it and the way they treat it* If tihe 
cover ii attt^active, people are more likely to pick it up. 
If the type style and design are clearly readable, the 
new reader is enormously helped to sustain his atten- 
tion. New readers in different countries will find cer- 
tain designs more understandable and others less so* 
We must know how various people react to different 
design characteristics in reading materials, 

, ■ if:"'" ' 
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d rw c^jjmJis uj i v unprini ivieaiu 

So much has been written about how televiiion and 
radio divert people from reading that the positive usei 
of nonprint media in reading motivation are often ig- 
nored. Some sensible words, however^ have begun to 
appear on ikm topic. The June 10^ 1976, issue of the 
New York Times quotes^^^bert Hale, newly elated 
president of the American Booksellers Association, as 
saying, "Bookiellers are now convinced . * . tliat tele- 
vision, radier Uian blunting interest in reading, has be- 
come one of the most effective promoters of book sales*" 
He goes on to mention the influence of television docu- 
mentaries and interviews with autfiors on talk shows, to , 
which might be added new productions or remns of 
classic and popular movies based on books. 

In developing countries,, the broadcast media have 
been used very effectively both as educational tools in 
combination with readihg materials and as a means of 
alerting adults to issues and referring them to helpful 
books and pamphlets. 

For children, television may have more direct effects 
on creating reading skills. That even very young chil-^ 
dren initially learn to read words and phrases from 
television is well documented. It now is also clear tfiat 
television programs can be designed specificaUy to 
teach reading skills at an early age* 

There may also be negative motivational factors as- 
sociated with televisionp Watching television may re- 
quire less effort than readirig, both for entertainment 
and for obtaining news. Many people are quite content 
to forgo reading an in-depth news analysis in a news- 
paper or magazine for the ease of watching and listen- 
ing to televised news. 

In a* related vein, such educational prop^ams as 
"Sesame Street" have been criticized by some as mak- 
ing children think that learning is veiy easy and nearly 
always fun, when, in fact, a good part of leaniing raa^ 
be difficult and time consuming.. It may be, however, 
that when children observe that learning can be en- 



joyaoit. ana gramying^ au lorzns oi irammg Decom^ 
more aWactive. 

The influence of non^rint media on reading depends ^ 
tfien on how they are used and what is expected of 
Aem. Although research is conducted regularly by 
major networki and government agencies on people's 
reactibns to commercials and the emotional content of 
proprams, littie is known about influence of media 
on reading motivation. The nonprint media now play 
a central, pervasive role in people's lives. How they can 
be combined with reading activity to be mutually re- 
inforcing is one of our most compelling currf nt riiearch 
questions. 
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Recommendations 



Most .nEcoMMENDATiONs that amerged from the sym^ 
posium are for research, practical inveitigations, and 
experimentation that will directly benefit tsachsr^ 
ichool adminiiU'atori^ librariani^ and the people in- 
volved in ipecial literacy programi. But the recom- 
mendations are not limited to research. Many contain 
suggestioni for action th^_ could be mounted 
immediately. 

The participants emphasized that any research .or ac- 
tion program must be adapted to the cultural, economic^ 
and political conditions in the country or region where 
it is conducted. (See the considerations discussed in 
Chapter 2.) Thus^ our recommendations provide gen- 
eral outlines that must be adjusted to.pdrticular settinp. 
No priorities have been indicated since each country 
must determine what is inost important and appro- 
priate to its needs and resources. The recommendations 
are directed to UNESCO and to all international, 
regional, national, and local organizations concerned 
with education and literacy. T^e irtjplementation of tilt 
recommendations will require Hie cooperative efforts of 
all such groups* 




Much reiearch on reading has been conducted by 
educators and psychologisti in the developed countriei* 
While a groat deal of Mb research focuiea on techniques 
for teaching reading, it has implications for reading 
motfvaiion* Evaluations of literacy programs in devel- 
oping countries may alio provide reliable information 
on motivation* Research from varioui diicipUnei on 
general human motivation may have direct applica= 
tipns to reading proniotion* 

Some , research also exists that bears direcdy on mo- 
tivation for reading, as indicated by the bibliographies 
in Appendices E and F, Fev^ attempts have been made 
to gather this research, compare the various studies, and 
distill from them useful, practical guidelines. ^One such 
attempt was made by Richard Bamberger in a book 
called Promoting the Reading Habit^ published by 
UNESCO in 1975. More such syntheses are needed, and 
they should be widely distributed. 

We are not suggesting simply that existing research 
findings; be listed and summarized. Rather, the impii= 
cations for improved motivation methods in reading pro- 
grams should be drawn from tiie research findings and 
developed into guidelines for action. A major analytic 
effort.is needed, ^ - 
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There was consenius at tiie sympoiium that new 
evaluations of a few selected programs could lead to 
concrete and immediately applicable resulti. The key 
motivating factors present in different literacy and 
reading programs could be jdentifled. Information 
could be gathered on the types of reading materials 
which have been produced and their effectiven^s with 
adults and children. Approaches to flie training of 
teachers and volunteers could be described and evalu- 
ated. In this way^ more precise lines of inqmry could 
be defined for the subsequent study of both current and 
future programs. Many prop^ams exist, but efforts to 
evaluate and compare them, especially wiUi respect to 
motivation, have been sporadic. ^ 

Comparisons could be made among various promo- 
tional strategies. For example, methods developed by 
the International Extension College in London are being 
a - plied in two strikingly different situations in ^Africa, 
uiitially, correspondence materials, in combination with 
radio and classroom lessons, were used successfully to 
teach health information and attitudes in Tanzania, 
TTie promotion strategy made use of the mass political 
organization of Tanzania's socialist governmental iys- 
tern. Currently, tiie same combination of metiiods is 
being applied in Botswana, where land tenure pattems 
are to be changed from a communal iystem to an indi- 
vidually owned ranching system. Thus, two projects 
using similar methods appeal, on the one hand, to in- 
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dividual motivations and, on the o^er hand, to collec- 
tive motivationi, could be studied and contfasted* / 

order to implement the action recoinitoendation 
mih a minimum of expense, an organiEation such as 
UNJMCO could quickly survey a number of ihe major 
Ut^fmcy programs around the world, asking for a lilt of 
tMhniqu^ th®y wie to promote reading. This list could 
then be printed and disseminated to schools, libraries, 
and othm^ reading and literacy programs^ 

BecQmrnendation #3 



If lifelong readiiig habits are to be created, ichool- 
based, vocaticinal, and special reading prop^ms should 
be coordinated within a total community effort. Both 
research and action are needed to identify the problems 
and possible solutions in such coordination effoi^. 



Recommendation #4 



inadaqua^ of ordering books from oVe^eas catalogue 
whi^A are cued to sj^ific age levels in the exporting 
coun^^ not the importing countEy, Mora genial d^g- 
nations of reading level and of interest need to ba de- 
veloped and applied to well-known and ^sily avails 
able materiali fpr motivating r^aderi, Expresiiona c>f 
' reaiief appreciation must become the prime detOTni- 
-iiant of inclusion in the codification system, but this 
wiU require carfeftil, valid measurement 

Recommendation #5 



In Malaysia^ draft versions of reading materials pro^ 
duced by the Ministry of Education are pretested with 
children.^^ese field teste have led to many specific im- 
provements in tiie materially as well as to genial indi-^ 
cations of the young readers' interest^ which sometime 
contradict the initial beliefs of Ministiy professionals. . 
Similar pretesting methods would be of practical use in 
other countries. 

During the symposium^ it was alio noted that comic 
books with a large number of illustrations and rela^ 
tively small amounts of simple text have been effec^ve 
witii poor readez^ in military-training, settinp, as well 
at in economic development programs, ViTbat p»t 
should comic books and other forms of reading mat^al 
play in the traniition from nonreading to skilled read- 
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^mjB as au&oi^ and publishers can criate. AU rauit be 
. taied and tested. 



Recommendation #6 




As discusied in Chapter 3, tiie technical skiUs of 
writings iliuitrating^ editing, and pubUshing are not 
always plentiful in the developing countiies. Good 
writei^ muit be developed through ^xperiiBnce and 
training* Result from the research studies propoi^ by 
the symposium and from existing reiearch should be 
used in tiie training of authors and publishei^ of books 
in developing countries as a iupplement to their own 
creative instincts and tiieir knowl^ge of local 
conditioni/ • 

Available expertise should be collected and diisemi- 
nated to all who could benefit from it. Publisheri in the 
developed coun^es should work closely with libraries^ 
teaches, and publishei^ in the less-developed countries 
,to improve the quality and usability of indigenous and 
imported reading materiaL ^ 



Recommendiation #7 
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A large percentags bf\adulte who enroll irt literacy 
programs do not attain or maintain literacy / Furflier- 
more, in the dieveloping world, only a imall percentage 
„o£v:chfli^ren attain adequate reading levels ■flirough 
formal schooling; Therefore, it becomes exfremely im- 
portant to discover why people drop out, There prob- 
ably are important subjective factors i^t work; for 
example, the- impressions of dropouts regarding die dis- 
crepancy between their expectationi and experiencei in 
literacy programs might clarify the intrinsic personal 
factors affecting reading motivation. There also are ob- 
jective, external forces at work; for e^ampl^, the de- 
mands for physical and economic survival may block 
even those who are most highly motivated to sustain 
their reading. 



RecomrnandatiQTt #S - 




Educational progranls in difFerent countries succeM 
at different rates in ^ansmitting dioie skills and atti^ 



V yK^tadi^^v^^ leading haWt, The symposium 

paxtidpiiits beU^e Aat itudjdng only dropouts of 
^ucational programs ipior^ many readers who may * 
have iucee^^ In^n official lensf, but who may have 
' unattandtd Wading needs which persist* We must not 
ignore Aose from ^hom mtJch can be learned— tiioie 
who not only^^tBplete the program succejifully but 




Once tile technical skills of reading have been at- 
tained,^ children and adults often fail to continue to 
read. TTie transition between early acquisition of read- , 
ing Ikills and their later use is a. compelling topic for 
study. ' ^ 



Recommendation #10 



ttis r^eardi ^buldi ndt ^ luEdifed to the people i^ho 
read a^p*eat deal. There is a danger in stf^ing 
quantity of reading, without considering tht quality of 
reading, or reading which provides ^aat sadsfaction to 
ihe reader. I^ople may confine Aeir reading to one^ 
book^ — for example^ tihe Bible. Yet from this one book, 
they may gain great inspiration and pei^onal meaning* 
In itudjiing avid reader^ then, researches should probe 
not only what people read, but also their feelihgi about 
Uie significance of reading in their lives. 



Recommendation #ii 




VWhile iUiteracy In predominandy Ut^ta soc^^ 
is generally accompanied by a social stigma and em- 
baj rassment, there are initances where Monreadeifs daim 
tfiat thfrf are proud of the fact tfiat Aey do not read. 
Are tfiere really poiitive reasons to avoid readings or 
are ttieie protestationi itricdy defensive? TWa needs to 
be ascertained when devising stirategies for promoting 
reading. . 



Recommendation #i2 
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It li importent to determine how aild vyhy iuccesiftil 
/imtial moUvation for reading is maintained or loit at 
later stages in life. Conversely^ it is important to know 
\¥hethar reading motivation which develops later In 
life can be as effective as prolonged motlvatioh from 
childhood. It woiild be difficult to conduct Ais study as 
a longitudinal examination^ following each individual 
tfu^ugh life, it may be more practical to lelect adult 
raadei^ and nonrcadere and ask them to recall ttieir 
past reading experiences and motivations. In tiiis latter 
approach^ the parents of the subjects might also be 
asked to recall tiie = iubjects* reading motivatiohi in 
earlier periodic Direct obienration of people at all Area 
levels would also be necessary. ' 



Recommendation #i3 




The cost, of failing to adjust to changes of t interests 
that occur over time was atttested to by several of the 



iymposium partidpiinte. One paitidpanl no^ ti^^^^ 
country's adtilt literacy pro-am was attend^ by ttsn- 
agws who had dropped out of school^ prot^ting the in- 
vadequacy of tfie traditional children's booki given them 
in school. Another participant asked what typei of ehil- 
dren's books are called for in an era when most chil- 
dren watch adult televiiion pro^amming. Many pur* 
chaihig decisions regarding children's books are made 
by adults who are out of touch witit the cuirent needs 
and interests of children. Correcting this fault may not 
be simple. Up-to-date inventories of these needs and 
interests must be kept. This constitutes a -formidable 
measurement undertaking, . 



Recommendation #14 




\Puring the symposium it was ar^ed tfiat reading 
may either be undermined by the oral traditionj or bo 
stimulated by it. When reading supplements the oral 
p^aditions, authors begin to share the authority of par- 
ents and relatives for caning tiie culture from gen- 
eration to generation. Does this imdinnine parental au- 
thority or simply distribute tiie legitimate authority in 
the culture more widely? In any case^ books may re- 
vitalize Ae oral traditions, containing folktales that par- 
ents can read aloud to their children and reinvigorating 
an oral tradition' which fades as ^ the influence of tiie 
family declines* An excellent example of the use of folk- 
tales can be seen in the, case study from Iran, in Ap- 
pendix ^ 
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j;t5JffHq^piN^ family within partictdar cultures 

^ shoiUdCbt idiosen^ including familits that display the 

V dominaxit oi tiie cul^e and Jamilias 
diat display a range of other attitudes iciward rtading. 

vlt might "be. illuminatuig to sdeci famiUes wh^ both 
1 ^rrats read, nelAer pkrent reads^ oidy the moAtr 

V i^a(i)s^ and only the h^mr reacb, Sinci^ reading is only 
^OTsf ongoing activity amo ;flie many cb^pltx inter^ 
actions of tilt family^ careful obitrvational studies \dll 
be nec^sary-if reading is to be seen within the natural 
context. ' 



: Recommendation #i6 




In the developed coimtries, '^ople's attractldn to; 
radio^ television, and, cinema cohtinues to p*ow explo- 
sively* Although time spent absorbing information from 
ofter media is time not spent on reading, there are in- 
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lif^- ■ - - are expandtog rapidly to strvt pppidatipns y^ifch weri^ 
SSJJ-'; > not prtvioiisly a^dd rtadt]^* The impact 

"?:A talfvidon upon largely nonlH may- be 

'^f-H:: ;^uit6 dl^ren from their effects on ttading in indusT 

;};X;';f/ , trial countries. v ■. , ' ■ ^ • ' •:' •. 

' Symppaiura members railed many specific pointi on 
this research topic. The showing of films baaed on books 
' ; ^, generally produces an upsurge of detnand for the book. 
Furthermore, news magazines in the industrial coun- 
ties have prospered as radio arid televisioh news has 
become more comprehensive and frequent. Thui, audio- 
• • visual media may supplant reading as a means of in- 
formation gathering or ^ stimulate reading in rasporise 
^ /to increaped appetites for information, :Ei%er effect may 

occur under different circumstances, and we must un- 
derstand how print and nonprinj media can augment 
' each other rather than compete. 

Recommendatiori #17 




The British Broadcisting^-Coi^oration h^ 
begun, a prime-time television series dedicated to adidt 
literacy, attempting to demons^ate tiiat peojple should 
not feel inadequate or unintelligent simply because 
they have not mastered or retained tiie skills of read- 
ing. In Jamaica^ tiie JAMAL program has uied radio 
. and television quiz shows in order to motivate partici- 
pation in tiie JAMAL literacy prop^am. On several oc- 
casions, American commercial television has advertised 
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r^iui^^QMciuiton wmch a knaior television series had been - . -/rg 
:|m^^'jphe Electric Company," a daily series on Amen- 
^l^d^rpubU^ has been design^ to assist young ' ^ 1 

Ifei^eadSferi to' acq^ ' i'^i 

Miwboth at home and in schooL providing^ah^flective sup- 
^/J'^plemtntc to dassroom ms^ ' . = 

>> reported instances of reading promotion through non- -r 

print media should be investigated. ' . . j 

{Recommendation ,#i 8 , 




Conclusion 

The issue of reading motivation addressed in 'flie 
symposium and in tiiis report is of vast importance. It 
touches virtually every nation. 

Each research topic should be furUier developed and 
refined through discuiiioni with varibus organisations 
involved at regional^- naUonal, and interaational levels^ 
including such efforts as tihe UNESCO "Booki for All" 
program. Metihodi must be developed fliat fit each na- 
don's objectives^ resources^ and cultural heritage. 

It is* hoped that jesearch can be married to action in 
order to amplify the effort already begun by UNESCO 
and other organizations concerned witii promoting the 
reading habit. 

The Academy for Educational Dwelophientj speak- 
ing' for the symposium participant, e^preiies the hope 
that this report will inspire other individuals and 
groups to lend their imagination and creativity to tiie 
task of promoting the reading habit. 
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APPENDIX 



A Summaiy of Ways Peoj^ 
[ivated to Rem 



are 




/ 



The yOLLoyiNa list of ways people are motiyat^'to 
read was drpwn from, the sjmfjposium diicuislon/^^ 
from varioi^ documenti reviewed in preparation for'flRe 
symposiujn. The order of .tfie liiting does nqtf itaply 
priority fcr relative importance for apy one item. There 
is also some overlap among the listings. . ' > 

H The desire to be accepted or commended or to 
please otiieri including: 
—parents ^ . ^ 

-^peere (playmates, spouSe^ associates, etc*) 
— taachers 

—social group or commiinity 
— employer 

—military prganization . 
—religious group ; 
—political party 

JH The need to solve problems related to* 

—survival (obtaining food, shelter, security, 

etc.) ' . 

— tpersonal well-being ( emotional difficulties, 

fioistifations^ etc.) 
^ — ^intellectual study 



^^S|Sl^t!^f^ife:^ltjg«l matters 

The c^ve to help others^ for example 

— p^enti wanting to leam to. read in order to 
V help ^eir. children leam^ or childi'en want- 
ing to help their, parents 
—any person wanting to leani a ikill or a. dis- 
cipline in brdgr to aid others^ , 



, The encouragement of one's religious practices 
—to attain salvation or enlightenment ^rou^^ 

holy texts / ; 

— ^to leek ipiritual inspiration 
—to increaie one's knowledge in order to serve 
othefi . = - ' , , 

The need or drive to attain a particular economic 
level by* 

—obtaining or holding a job or advancing in 
an area of employment that requirei read- 
ing skills • ^ ^ r 

—improving one~s ikiUi^ say in fanning or a 
^&ade or a craf^ through reading about new 
techniques 

—learning how to save money or otiier 
\ / resoOTpes - ■ 

-T-leaming hcjw to invest one's money 

The desire for psyeholopcal escape^ which might 
involvet , ^: 

— -creating one's iwn fantaiy ^orld or sharing 
someone else's! Cfairy tales for children^ 
novels, plays, sHort^^ories for adults) 
—relaxing or diverting one's mind in order to 

gain release frdih everday pressures 
— passing^© time 

The quest for pleasure or joy through tiie written 
word, including^ . - 

—enjoying tiie beauty of fine writing or a 
good story 

—ieeking knowledge for the sheier pleasure of 
knowing 
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ipj^^i^^'''?'^'^''^ *^ eiuarge or expand one's envjron-^ . - ^ .-^^ 

^£5^ ' V " mant or horizon, stimulated by: * ' 



— cimosity > ' 
—a spirit of ad^entuje 



S The drive toward self -improvement, oi;, fulflli- 
; . ment, which might include: , 

. —seeking inspiration , 

—becoming a more interestirig ^reon 
!^ / ' ' ; . — ^being able to take advantage of available 
, opportiinities ^ 

—filling a vague^ unnameable gap 
-^toiving for completion 
—pursuing a hobby 

The need for political participation in order to: 
^ —protect one's rights 

—fight for a cause 

—understand tiie political forces that affect 
^ one's life , ^ 




Case Studies 3 

tASE STUDY: IRAN 

Nasser RAHiivn ^ Liwf AMm-AHJfOMAND, ^i"? 

' Vice Miniiter of Education ' Director ' 

Miiiist^ of Education ; Inititute for tfie Intellectual ' i/f 

■ " Development of Children ahd^.^^^ . ." ^^ 

* Young Adults W 

* ^ ^ ' ■ ' ■ ■■ . ^ ■ . ■ .-■ >^ 

The Miriutry of Education 

In Iran^ there are nine million young people enrolled 4 
' in the primary and ^econdajfy schools run byi the Muip 
istry of Education. Mbtiyating children to read arid > 
teaching them how to read are major concentrations. ^ ; 
The Ministry of Education publishes a monthly strips 
of pamphlets that provide reading materials for tihe 
primary and secondary grades^ as well as guides for 
teachers* ' ? 

Within its literacy promotion efforts^/fiie Ministry 
considers libraries to be an important element. How- 
ever, because of a shortage of trained teachers in some ' ^ 
localities, it is more important to hire arid tram, teach- 
ers than it is to build new libraries. In such cases, ^e ' 
libraries developed by ^he Institute for die JnteUectual 
Development of Children and Young Adults (described 
below) have been an extremely helpful supplement to. 
; the JMinistiy's program. This is pardcularly .ttue in the 
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"^^^''''^'''"^'fn one'stalB, iIiotb are over 5,000 small . . • ' 



rf:^^^^^^ twcHthird^ of which contain no mora than 
forty-eight to fi|^-thre# ptopl^. 



The Institute for the Intellectual Development 
of CJnldren and Young Adidts 

The inspiration for tfie Institute came irom Hejr Im« 
ptrial Majeity the &nprtis of Iran in 1966, Witti a 
gift of $^0,OTO, Her Majeity created a llbraiy for chil- 
dren in Tehran. 

In the early yeai^ of the Institute^ R^i. Ai^omand^ 
the Institutfi's director, carried boxes of books in tihe 
trunk of hir car Into the poorest parte of Tthrari, She 
virfited schools offering books to^the children to read in 
addition to their textbooks, ttese deprived chUton 
diowtd such enthusiasm for readuig that Mil. Ajjoraand 
told Her Majesty it was a shame to have jt^t one cWl- ' 
dren's libra^ located in the wealthier part of Tehran. 
As/ a r^ult, thfe Empress created more libraries and 
expanded the Inititute's activities to include a number 
of/^ cultural activities for children and young adidta 
roughdut Ae countiy. Today tiie Institute/consists of 
i9 ctnters in Tehran and 100 in the provinces. Each 
senter Is a separate buildings serving several schools, 
/The Institute also sends jeeps and mobile vans ffled 
witii books, records and filmi into more than 2,000 
smaller villages. ^ 

Parfly because of its rapid growtii, the Institate has 
had to train many of Ub IfiOO staff members. High 
school graduates are te^ined to be librarians in three 
months. Young adults who have ''been membeii of At 
Instittite are also trained to take Ae j^ps and vans 
, into tiie remote villages. - ^ \ . ^ 

The Institute operates on a budget of $14 .miUion^ 
from the Empress and tiie Branian government. Even 
this, tiii Institute feels, is not enough for the proj^ts 
Aat could be imdertaken to ^tffve^^e high perceJatoge 
■of yoimg people under ttie age of twenty* ^Ecially^ tiie 
Institute's activiti^ are limited to children between tiie 
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'#f%T?t*lVA^^^^ However, youths who aA to' 

./ i . stay on can remain members until age eighteen. : . / 
:/ Institute is free of charge; The 

only reqiiirement is that a child must fill out a caril 
f ^nd obtain approval of the principal or a teacher in Ins 
' or Her school. Thie Institute's'librarians used, to have to;: 
; go into the schools to convince the children and teach- • 
y ~ ers that outside reading, is necessary and beneficialV 
Today the response is much better. In Tehran alohe 
there^we about 300,000 membersr However, the bb^s 
^ outnumb^ the girls by more ;dian seven to one^-»a good 
; indication that girls are not usually encouraged to parr 
ticipate in social actfviti^. _ ; * 
, The Institute is mu^ morp;tiian simply a library. 
Over the yeaii it has added departments as new^prf 
developed. When the Institute staned building libraneii, 
there were not enough books to fiU the shelves^A ENibN 
lications Dep^z^ent was then creatM, but vl^tho^t^^^^ 
budget. Her Majelty translated "Tlie Utile MennaiiiV 
of Hans Chriitian Anderten^Sid iUui^t^ tiie bbbk : 
herself. The income from the book went to support tf^ 
^ creation of the Publicaticms beparbnent v \ ) 

The aim of the Publications : Departeient is to de- 
velop an indigenous children's literatui^ in Iran. About 
80 percent of the books published by tiie Jnstittite ire 
written and illustrated by Iranians. . The Institute is 
, striving to record the disappearing heritage of Persian 
* poetoy, folktales^ and legends, and to use this material 
to encourage the children to read. Nearly 100 booki 
have been published so far. 

Since the Institute is subsidized, it is able to sell its 
books at a fraction of what private publiihers would 
have to charge: To partially offset that adyantage^ the 
Institute also pwchases p^eat quantitiei of children*s 
^ books from the private publiihere=l, 000 to 2,000 
\ copies of every titie. 

\ In addition to publishing books, tiie Institute has pro- 
duced nearly sixty records and casiettes, sixty-fiye flhns, 
andv twenty-two fllmstrips. Through ^eie various 
mediiK^e Institute is rekijidling tiie love of claisical 
poetry and music fo characteristic of ^e Iranian people. 
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iMcs^ scuipt^^ music, theatre, fliijd film- : 
|¥nSimfe^ not intaided to make tfie cWt \ ' 
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^^^ter appreciation of their culture. 



lional authora^or actoi^ but to pve Aim a 



i^^^:lliere-seem^.hB^ sl natural coordiiktion between ths 
#1^ Institute and the Ministry' of E|Jucatioii, THe Miniitey 
/-^^provides fte children ^ w basic subjects and^ills^ 

^^l^yfliileiffie Insti cukimil enrich- 

niTO of a shortage of schooll in IratkltheM are 

m|some locatiori^ tln*ee shifts df , children ^attendihg 
V y;^ifcho6l tad? day^ In flie past^ tihe children Y/liQ werB not 
; v in ttie yasirpom were roaming arid plajdng in flie 
street. Now they can go to one of the Institute "S craters 
and use tiieir free lame constructiyely. One of 
/ Tihran centers averages 5^000 itudenti a day, 
- • . Thfi Institute ii unique. It cannot , easily be dupliX 
cated throughout the world* But it can and does provide' 
: inspiration to other literacy-promotion efforts, 

CASE STUDY: JAMAICA 

Joyce L. RobinsonV ^^^^^^0^ ' v^ ^ ^^^ 

Jamaican Movement for the Advancement of Literacy, JAMAL 

For several reasons, primarily related to the cultiH'al 
and political history of 'flie countty^ Jamaica has had a 
rather high rate of illiteracy. Sonie estimates put it as 
high as 50 percent. Free education at tiie primaiy and 
secondary levels began in 1948. In 1973, tiie Jamaican 
govemment panted free education up to a college de- 
gree, declaring that education would be available to 
everyone /and that\ Jamaica would become literate, A 
National literacy Board , was appointed to cairy out 
that, mandate. | 

The Board, launched a literacy program based on the 
assumption tiiat illiteracy was more a social problem 
tiiah an educational problem. They used various tech- 
niques to motivate people to read. But without tiie back- 
ing of a full educational prop^am and a ready supply 
of reading materials, many who learned to read lapstd 
- back into illiteracy. 
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tha/Jamaicaii "Movement %r 'the ^AdVrac^^^ 
" jLiteracy^-Tafeired to as JAM AL. J oyde Robii^ 

Mi?!^;'^ r ■ idraftad from her post in tht Jamaican library 

^t-f/i-'i' / - Service to head JAMAL. ' ^ ^ ' 

; • ; - ' In re^bructariiig the literacy effort, JAMAL made use ^-^0. 
V of a ieries of reading materials developed and tested by \. 

^ji:}-^; '- ■ UNESCO a few years befom The program cdmisti of 

fi; ; , four levels of reading instruction^ from prt^adm^ 

^V; one to average adiilt insading skill at level foijr, 

^ ■ ; V When a person completes tihe coiise; he sh^d be able 

1© a letter, iippty for a job, rea^ 

: : / ^ ^hort passage, spell CQrtectly, and do dmple^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^■^ " mathematics. ^ _ J ' ; . ■ v>® 

JAMAL is a literacy prop^am for adultij not an al- ^ ^ 
tOTiative for schoolchildren. The prop^mji intended 
: for people ^ge seventeen to rfiirty^five, but anyone of M 
— — — an^^geJ Smce JAMAL openfd, about 54,MWLj _ ^£ 

people have graduated from level four. Many of the - ; 
classes are taught by volunteer mstructoi^ who have^^ ^ ; 
been especiaUyfto^ined^^ the past it was 
regular , ichoplteachers tended to teach the adult Cr >^ 
V JAJS^L stu^ei^as if they were childrm, TTie volun^ ' 
T *f^^ ^oitta^^ "^pm aw graduates of tfie JAMAL pro- : ; ^ 

^ gram^ are sptfre 'teifective because are imore' semi- ; rf 

tive to theneedS of the adult studrati. y . ^ " ^ 

The recruilTOeiit of students and voluntem continues ' ^; 
to ba a proble^^for JAMAL The stigma of illiteracy % ^ : ^ 

^ formidable bamer to overcome. Attempts are being : 
made to sumount thirbameF^roig^ 

vision quiz shows featuring JAMAL studMits, who dam- - ! 1 
onstra^^tiiat a persori who is illibraW or -semiliterate ^ 
- i^ ^ot necessarily stupid. The winneri - : 

get an expense-paid trip to New York, JA^UL also : - 

holds public graduations to encourage iturfentt to say- 
proudly to their friends, "Now i ca 

Another persistent problem i^ tfe siygpply of ap^o- 
priate reading materials, items that ap^^ 

ests of the adult students hut-are writt^ ■ 
guage^JAMALr- publishes-a^TnonA^ 

tiiree versions, bne.for each of the first tiiree readine ' ^ 
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Land radio programs which CMrdinate with and pro- 
mote; the littraqr cjaas^. 
tv^w^ Ilis classy are ofierW in a variety of locations at 
Various times of the day, to make them convenient for 
the adult students. Chiirches^ libraries, -and other com- 
' mimi^ organiiatio/is often donate ipace in uieir. build- 
ings. Some^ firms an^ange to have classes held for ^eir 
'employees right in the factories, and tiiey provide otfier 
employees to teach. Several buses have been converted 
into mobile classrooms for teaching in remote area^:^ 

To encourage the graduates to maintain their reading 
skills and- advance themselves^ JAMAL is attempting 
to coordiriate its prop-am wi& community colleges and' 
adult evening class^s^^pon leavi^g^Ae^^ pr^ all 
graduates are encouraged to si^ up wi^ iflieir local 
library.- . - . 

. An Evaluation and Research Unit has recendy been 
created, but due to very limited fupds^ the imit con- 
centrates mainly pn iuch basic questions as where are 



the clasies held^ what is ^Ae dropdut rate in each class 
' (estimated at 50 percent, based on. a spot check) , how 
effective is the reading material? JAIVIAL plans to do 
fur&er research to find out why people drop out of the 
program* 

JAMAL is also anxious to know what has happened 
to its graduates and hopes to research such questions 
as: Have they improved tiiemselves? Are they finding 
opportunities to follow through on . their ambitions? 
What is the difference between tiie propfess rate of 
' lapsed literate who has been reclaimed and die adult 
who is coming in for Itfie first time? Should different^ 
techniques be used for tlie lapsed literate and tiie newly 
literate? ' ; 

At the moment,' the majority of JAMAL*^ funding 
comes from tiie govemment. Ine budget for 19fS was 
- — ""$+'miHionT^FOT'^49f64t^s-$ 

budget for 1976^ JAMAL calculated ftat it would have 
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^ ' tof JAMAL in the form of -free use of buading^ also 
repres^ts 0 p*eat contribution to th 
is riot a part of Jamaica's Mini^jr of^^EHucatibn, Ratfi©^^^ 
■ it rtpprta dirtctly to ^e^offici of the ftiipe MinisterC 
; of Jamaica. [Tlja responsibiUties of the 
. caUori have become so ti^emendous that JAMAL^^^w 
have been a; mart appendage. Consequentiy^ the JKimt 
Minister ha| placed tha JAMAL program : dlr^Uy? 
: under his personal portfolio ■ iri order to give it tiia^ 
extra attention and prioritjf. tfiat is needed. ^ . / . 



CASE STUDY: MALAYSIA 

Nik Fai^ah MusTAipHA, H^ad ' 
Curriculuin Development Center 

^^in^it^y of Education - : ' 

A !iria jor~ffii^t"1of ^e C^TOCulum D Genj- 
ter is to prepare materials /Aat wiU encourage more 
children to read» not only school textbooks- hut also 
gtneral litera^tiirer . ^ ^ y 

: The Center has just completed a study of the rtatofg 
habits of Malaysian cKldreiT Th©y~fSffid7flfat7mjoit"of^ 
ihe childre n can read^ but Aere is some doubt: about 
their level of comprehensioh. As a residt, a remedial 
program is being mounted for the students in the tiiird 
^eir of .primary school, where they are tought to read 
irt the national language as well as in &iglish,"^1ft^ 
Center is also Gaining teachers to conduct diagnostic 
tests which vnll enable them to better identify and 
deal\ with the particular reading problems of each, 
student* 

. The Center conduct a number of oAer acti\dties re- 
lated to the^promotion of reading. It produces reading 
materials to supplement the students' textbooks and to 
broaden tiie studente' reading interests. For each set of 
readers, there is an accompanjdng teacher's handbdok^ 
plus inservice training materials. The Center also ^ 
carries out evaluation teste on, the available reading 
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|;^^.^lteciugh-the Center produces its own reading mata- 
il- rials, it also does a great deal of ti'anslation and adapta- 
^'l^:^1iiMa^Qdf material from other countries. AvailabiUty of 
^ apprcqpriate reading materials ii a continuous problem, 
? The "staff of rthe Center feels that while the children 
Kcan benefit fr0fn the best of , what otiier coiinteles have 
■t to offer^ tile niaterial should be adapted to the cultural 
and social context of Malaysia. It is alio vety important 
for vflia children to learn from books produced , in 
Malaysia^ so that they caij be more aware of their own 
national heritage ^ and development. - ^ 

Another problem ^lat the Cent^ recognizes has to do 
with the library servicei in the schools. There is a 
school library imit within Ae Ministey of Education 
that develops and promotes these pervicei in the schools. 
But the students are not using libraries, apparently 
because they, are mor^ concerned .with studjdng for 
exams. While Qie members of the Center's staff do not 
advocate a de-emphasis on textbooks, they are interested 
in broadening ti^e students' horizons arid enjoyment of 
all kinds of reading. As more people benefit from uni- 
versal education^ itjs Jipped that diey will extend their 
reading habits beyond the necessity of simply obtaiiiihg 
a school certificate, ■■^^.^^.^^^p^^a.^ 

The Center considers the intellectual development of 
tiie teachers to be just as importent as its work witii the 
students. Several television programi have been created 
to inspire and instruct teachers in various methods for 
motivating studente to read. The Center has alio 
initiated a special training program for about 100 
teachers who needed remedial work in the English 
language. , ^ 

The Center looks forward to the day when they can 
begin addressing tiie problem of adult reading develop- 
ment. At present the national p^ority is for mral de- 
yelopTnent* For the time being, adult literacy and edu- 
cation are of iecdndaiy importance/ / ' ' 

A preat deal of research and planning has been done 
by tiie Center and the Ministy of^EducationrThe need^^ 
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are kribwn and the goals have been specified. The prob- 
lem now is lack of personnel and resources to imple- 
ment all the programs required. At presentj 25 percent 
of tile Center's staff are taking courses throughout tihe 
world so that they will be in a better position to adapt 
materials and techniquas from the more developed 
counta'ies. The Center is doing everything it can to pre- 
pare itself to me^ the problems of the future as well as 
the present. * 
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Statements Read at the 
Symposium 



Message jrom the U.S. National Commission 
for UNESCO 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Although I cannot personally be with you during 
your deliborations, I want you all to know the ini'- 
portance that my colleagues andf^of the U.S. National 
Commission for UNESCO attach to this meeting. 

As I look at the " totality of UNESCO's ^far^ranging 
activities^ I can think of no more important field of in- 
vestigation than tliat of the promotion of the reading 
habit. It is not just a question of teaching men^ women^ 
and children to read and write with the view to in- 
creasing economic productivity, although, of course^ 
this is an impbrtarit cbricerh to both Heveloping and 
developed countries. What is at stako here^ it seems to 
me, is the fashioning of broadly based literate societies 
in which the peoples of nations can shape their destinies 
with knowledge and understanding of the past and 
presenfrTo^ this Wd7"pM Enow not only how 

to read and write but must also develop the reading 
habit Even in advanced technological societies, where 
high rates of literacy are taken for granted, the prob- 



31 

56 



EKLC 



ingly and signiflGantly acute. Often inimdated by 
images of the audio-visual media^ ttie peripactdves that 
are a*eattd by reading have been threatened or have 
even disappeared. Frequently images become the sub- 
stitute for words and the processes of rational thought* 

The U.S. National Commission for UNESCO is de- 
lighted to be able to cooperate witii UNESCO, tiie 
Academy for Educational Development and the Gov- 
ernment Advisory Committee on International Book 
and library Programs ofc.the Departaient of State. 

We commend Dr. Alvin Eurich and Mr. Theodore 
Waller for their efforts in organizing this sympoiium. 
We recall with pleasure Dr. Eurich's leaderihip as 
Chairman of the V.li. National Commission for 
UNESCO. 

May your efforts add ,to mankind's crucial knowledge 
for the Survival of nations in peace. 

On behalf of the U.S. National Commission for 
^tJNESCO, r ektMd tff^ou one aM alT^^^ 
greetings, 

Rosemary L. Ginn 
Chairman^ U.S. National Commission 

for UNESCO 

Opening Statement f rom the Official UNESCO 
Representative at the Symposium 

Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Co-chairman , 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is for me a great honour to represent UNESCO at 
this International Symposium on Promotion of the 
Reading Habit, which takes place at a time when the 
United States is celebrating its Bicentennial. 
" Let me first convey to you tiie p^eetings and best 
wishes, of our Director General, Mr. Amadou-Mahtar 
M*Bow, as well as the warm regards of my colleagues 
in the Secretariat who are directly involved in book 
promotion activities. 
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We^ in UNESCO, are indeed most p:atefiil to all 
Aose whose combined efforts have resulted in ^e or- 
ganization of this meeting, which deals with one of the 
main themes of our programme. are grateful to you, 
; Mr, Eurich, not only in your capacity as President of 
tfie Academy for Educational Development^ but also for 
Ae support you have always given to UNESCO as 
Chairman of the U.S. Nationar Commission and as an 
active member of the U.S. Delegation to several sessions 
of our General Conference. To you, Mr. Waller^ who 
have been associated since the very outset with our book 
activities, as an indefatigable member of fli^t tiie Sup- 
port Committee of International Book Year and "&en 
the International Book Committee. Allow me to turn to 
. you. Miss Owens, to expre/s tiirough you our thanks to 
the Government Advisory Committee for Iritemational 
Book and Libraiy Programs, which focuses and reflects 
. so much devoted effort on the part of individuals and 
- organizations in tiiis coun^; and, of course, to tKe VS. ' 
National Commission for all its work in sponsoring and 
preparing this meeting. The message you read on be- 
half of Mrs. Ginn is highly appreciated. 

I should also like to express my personal pleasure in 
being with you today at Mohonk Mountain House/ For 
it was here that the U,S, National Book Committee or- 
ganized in December 1972, as the highlight of the U.S. 
observance of International Book Year, a conference 
where outstanding economic development plannei^^ 
educational planners and book people from eleven coun- 
tries met to discuss ways and means of building— as 
they put it— "connective tissue-* between tiieir several 
constituencies. I am happy to say that what has come 
to be known as *'The Mohonk Declaration," which was 
adopted at the conclusion^ of that Conference, has 
greatly helped UNESCO in shaping the world-wide 
long-term pro^amme of action, "Books for All,'* 
launched in 1973 as a follow-up to International Book 
Year. 

As Mr, Waller will remember, the idea of cohvefaing 
the Symposium ^ we are attending today wai first 
brought up at the second session of the International 
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Book Committee, held in Septeirtber 1973 at the Re» 
^onal ^.ook Development Centre for Latin America, in 
Bqgoti^ Colombia, In ^e course of their discussions on 
the reading habit, the participants came to the general 
conclusion that little was really known of reader moti- 
vation. It was agreed that much research was needed 
and suggestions were made that a technical seminar be 
held on the subject, with UNESCO's assistance. 

Only a year later, at the eighteenth session of 
UNESCO's General Conference, the United States' Dele- 
gate, assisted by Dr. Richard Nobbe, of the U.S, Na- 
tional Commission, was in a position to offer the hos- 
pitality of his country as host to that Symposium. He 
made this offer in terms which are still very vivid in 
my memory and which, I think, dcscr\^c to be men- 
tioned on this occasion. 

The Delegate reiterated tlie full support of the United 
States to UNESCO's programme for the promotion of 
books and reading and gave four reasons why his coun- 
ti-y especially liked this programme. He stated that 
UNESCO was making a significant contribution to the 
free flow of informadon; that International Book Year, 
unlike other similar campaigns, had not been an end 
in itself but a starting point for long-term activities; 
that the programme had been elaborated in close con- 
sultation with Member States; and that UNESCO had 
clearly perceived that such a programme could not have 
a real impact unless a proper infrastructiire was estab- 
lished at both the national and regional levels. He ex- 
plained that the holding of the Symposium in the 
United States would give an international dimension to 
the "Right to Read" programme being carried out suc- 
cessfully on the domestic scale. 

Today, experts from various regions of the world are 
gathered here to exchange their views and experiences 
on reading motivation in order to determine what can 
be done to inspire people to want to read. The back- 
ground paper prepared by the organizers of the meeting 
provides an excellent basis for discussion. 

Since we are going to examine tliis paper in depth, 
I don't want to take up any more of the Symposium's 



time at this point. Let me simplv add that sunreys on 
readiijg habits have been or are being carried out in 
various Member States and a study by Rrofessor Richard 
Bamberger has been published in English and French 
by UNESCO under the title 'Tromoting the Reading 
Habit/' This study has already been translated into 
German and Spanish, and publishers in several coun- 
tries have shown interest in bringing it out in their 
national languages. 

For the next bicnnium, UNESCO plans to publish a 
comprehensive work, which would deal in particular 
with the proceedings of this Symposium and would at- 
tempt to summarize the courses adopted in various 
countries to encourage the reading habit. Meanwhile, 
the results of your deliberations will be brought to the 
attention of participants in the Fourth Session of the 
Intornalional Book Committee, to be held in Tokyo at 
the end of this month, 

I may assure you, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle- 
men, that 3^our observations, conclusions and sugges- 
tions will be of great help, not only to UNESCO, But 
also to all our friends throughout the world, who are 
trying to make a reality of the continuing motto, ''Books 
for All" 

Thanks again to all of you, 

Jean Millerioux 
Chwf, Division of Book Proniotion 
and Development UNESCO 
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Selected List of People. Consulted in the Planning 
of the Symposium 

Thomas K. Adeyanju 
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Rrogram Officer 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
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Jane M. Alden 

Offiee of Policy and Plans 
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Department of State 
Washington, D,C, 

Claudia Anyaso 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D,C. 

WiNNiFRED Armstrong 
Vice President 

International Management .Development Institute 
New York, New York 
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Paris 
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David E. Bell 

&eecutive Vice President 
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Professor 
- Department of Education 
University of Chicago 
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^ President Emeritus 

Edward Hazen Foundation, Inc. 

New Haven, Connecticut 
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Head, Asia and the Pacific Vrogram ^ 
The Ford Foundation 
New York, New York 

Frederick BuRKHARDj, 

Retired -Former President 

American Council of Learned Societies 
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Jorge Cardenas Nannetti ^ 
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Bogota 
COLOMBIA 

John Carroll 

Kenan Professor of Psychology and Director of L. L. Thur- 
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University of North Carolina 
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Director 
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\ Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies 
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-Courtney Cazden 
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School of Education 
Harvard Univei^ity 
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Acting Chief 
Leaniing Division \ 
National Institute of Education 
Washington^ D.C 

Jeanne Chall 

Professor of Education . 
Graduate School of Education 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Philip Coombs 
Vice Chairman 

International Council for Educational Development 
Essex, Connecticut 

Kenneth Dike 

Ahdrevv^ W. Mellon Professor of African History 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

S. M. El=Sheniti 
Chairman 

General Egyptian Book Organization 

Cairo 

EGYPT 

Lionel Elvin . , 

Formerly with the University of London Institute of 

Education 
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Economic Advisor 
Education Department 



The World Bank 
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FrsaiMm Watts, Inc. 
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Barbara Finberg 
Rropmm Officer 
Carnegie Corporation 
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Deputy Director General 

UNESCO 
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Melvin Fox 

ftogram Advisor " ■ ^ 
The Ford Foundation 
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Deputy Executive Director 
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APPfiNpIX 



Bibliography Compiled 
by the International Reading 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



MOTIVATION FOR PUDDING 
An Internatiorml Bibliography 

. Compiled by 

, , Ralph C, Staiger^ Intemational Reading Aiiociation 

The International Book Committee ii compriied of a 
group of individuals reprasenting intertiational profes- 
iional organizationi, the UNESCO Book Development 
Centres, and other interests in the world book com- 
munity. Members include Sigfred Taubert, Chairman, 
Federal Republic of Germany; Ivan Boldizsar, Hun- 
gary; John Boon, United Kingdom; Pierre Caille, 
.France; Jorge Cardenas-Nannetti, Colombia; Jean 
Dihang, Cameroon; Mahmoud . El-Sheniti^ E^pt; 
Hans Halbey, Federal Republic of Gemiany; L. Karn-_ 
kowsky, Poland; Herman Liebaers, Belgium; P. Lisow- 
ski, Poland; Dina Malhotra, India; Vladimir Naidenov^ 
USSR; Otto Georg Prachner, Austria; Kunihiko ShimO' 
naka, Japan; Paer Sjogren^ Sweden^' Ralph Staiger, 
USA; Harald Tveteras, Norway; and Theodore Waller^ 
USA. Julian Behrstock, Director, Free Flow of Infomia- 
tion and Book Development, and Jean Millerioux, Chief, 
Division of Book Promotion and Development, are the 
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'^r;biBcial advisory relationihip witfi tiie UNESCp Book 
peyalbpment ftrogram. As a result of diicuision by the 
^ ' comniittOT^^t Tte ^neeting iff Maiff2;^G%TOiany^ in" Oc- 
tober^ 1974^ the following bibliography was developed, 
■ Items for the bibliography were found in many 
placei. -Members of the committee were generous with ' 
their help; the normal available bibliographic tools 
' were used in a library search; and the Educational Re= 
sources Information Center of the National Institute of 
Education in the United States was searched for items 
- — published -in 1973^and^ 1974^ using the descriptors, 
"reading habits," "reading interests," "reading behav- 
ior," and '^recreational reading." In addition, fugitive 
materials occasionally provided an item. 

Special thanks are due to Mrs. Yasuko Wakabayashi 
of Heibonsha Limited, Publishers, for translating tiie 
Japanese references into English. The references are 
published, of course, in the Japanese language, even 
though they appear in English in this bibliography* 
Some of the Japanese journals which the reader might 
wrongly assume are published in English are Library 
Magazine and Studies in Editology. 

A decision which affects the quality of the bibliog- 
raphy was made late in the project, when it was found 
that it was not possible to annotate all of the citations. 
Rather than discard those entries for which no annota- 
tion was possible, it was decided to provide as much in- 
formation as was available, namely, a reference. A 
descriptive title may be useful in directing the reader 
to a publication of interest; omitting the title con> 
pletely would be of no help whatever. 

The bibliographic style varies according to the 
sources from which the entries were taken and custom 
in the cquntrj\of origin. Whenever possible, entries are 
presented as they appeared in source rtiaterials. . 

Even though there are relatively few books, journal 
articles, and monographs, issued on the general topic of 
"Motivation for Reading,'' the compiler is certain that 
some have been overlooked. This oversight must be 
blamed on him. He would be grateful if readers who 
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ttre lanuuar J^xn aaamonai matgnals on the iubject 
would write to him at the international Reading Asio- 
elation, 800. Barksdale Road, Newark, Delaware 19711^ 
USA. Annotationi, toge^er ^ith a complete bibliog- 
raphic citation, would be much appreciated* ' 

It is hoped that a iimilar bibliography for matfrials 
on, the topic will be collected for 197S and 1976/ Wi^ 
the help of individuals in many parts of the world, the 
ne%t bibHography will be a much improved one, 

.Angyal, _Erzs4bet. kon modern tarsadalom 
fejlodeseben," Konyvtari Figyelo^ 20 evf., 1974, 3 
S2, pp. 249^258. 

The book in the development of modern sociaty. 
Lectures given in an international seminar in Belgrade, 
April, 1973. J 

Arias, Gloria Nieto de, et aL Qui leer, Bogota: Edito- 
rial tJniveraitaria de America, 1975; 

AsKov, Eunice N., and Tischback, Thomas J. "An In- 
vestigation . of Primary Pupils* Attitudes towards 
Reading," Journal of Experimental Education^ 41, 
1973 (Spring), pp. 1^7, ^ 

Askov's Primary Pupil Reading Attitude Inventbry and 
the Stanford Achievement Tests weN administered to 
75 first- and 95 third-grade children to investigate rala- 
tiohships batween attitudes towards reading and 
achievement, sex arid grade placement. The stability 
of attitude scores over time was also studied. Results 
indicate that attitude w^as significantly related to the 
Paragraph Meaning but not to the Word Reading sub- 
tests of the Stanford Achievement Test. Attitude scorei 
were significantly higher for the 75 females than the 
95 males. Grade level was not significantly related to 
attitude when achievement was held constant. Attitude 
scores remained stable from spring to falh 

Balint^Lehel, Tamasne, and NAndorne, Hargitai. 
Mit olvasnak i936-^ban ds i969~ben a 3. szdmu 
keruleti konyvtar gyermckreszlegenek olvasoi, 
Budapest: 1973, pp. 172-194. 
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^ij^^ mhat do children read and what did 4^ read in 1936 
V - ; and 1969 in the dty branch libra^ of Aa^vin Szabo 
; ; ; Municipal IJbrajey? " ^ 

Balogk, Ferencne* Fiatal oluasok a tandcsi konyvtdrak' 
ban/tap^Ualaiok is modszerek/. Kozreadja az 
Eotvos Karoly megyei konyvtfir^ Veizprem, Veiz- 
^ pr4in^l9f4, p, 29. 

Yourig readers in the council libraries. 

' "BAMBERGiR7 H Promoting the Reading ITdbit. 

Reports and Papers on Mass Communication No, 
72. Paris: UNESCO, 1975. 

Includes chapters on reading activities in many coun- 
. tries, results of research on motivation, factors which 
influence reading in teres ta, and methods for deteiroin- 
ing individual reading interests. 

Batari, Gyula. "Az irok es az olvasas,*' Konyvtaros^ 24 
6vf., 1974, 7 S2, pp. 42CM21. 

The writers and reading— an investigation by quea- 
tionnairei carried out artiong 200 Hungarian writers 
and poeti concerning their reading. 

Bismarck, Klaus von; Goto, Kazuhiko; Haarmann, 
Reinhard; and MATHfews, Virginia. Die Rolle des 
Buches im Audiovisvellen Zeitalter. Kolii: West- 
deutscher Rund Funk, 1974. ' 

A comparison of the role of the book in an audiovisual 
age in countries with social and cultural settingsi West 
Geimany, Japanj ^.e German Democratic Republic, 
and the United States of America. 

Chiu, Lian-Hwong. "Reading Preferences of Fourth 
Grade Children Related to Sex and Reading Abil- 
ity,'' Journal of Educational Researcfi^ 66^ 1973, 
pp. 369-373. 

Investigation of U.S. children's reading preferences in 
y relation to their sex and reading ability. Result indi- 
\ cated 1) boys preferred to read in the areas of biog- 
\ raphy, science, social studies, and sports, while prls 
'^preferred adventure, fantasy^- humor, and poetry; 2) 
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\ ^ere were lio (iiff^mcas in reading prefei^nces akiong 
■ high, ayerage, and low levfl reading-ability' groupi* 

Dali^ Johs. a. Litteratur og Iming omkring 1890. Oslo: 
Det nprike Samlage^ 1974. 

GfiREBEN^ Ferenc, A munkdssdg olvasdskulturdja--^ 

kulturszociolQgai es statisztikai adatok tiikrdbm. A 

konyv, 9 evf., 1974, 2 S2, pp. 42-48. 
i ' . ■- ' ' ■ ■ \ 

Workers' reading culture as reflected in thejdato_ of 
cultural sociology and itatistica/ 

GdPFERT^ Herbert; Meyer^ Ruth; Muth, Ludwig; and 
RuEGG^ Walter, Leim und Leben. Frahkfurt=am- 
Main: Buchhandler-Vereiniguhg, Gmbh., 1975, 

Issued in celebration of the German Booksellers Asso- 
ciation's 150th anniyersaty of its founding, this collec= 
tion is an interdisciplinaty examination of tibe world 
of books and readers. ^ / 

Section one is made up of research reports and 
analyses I - 

Wolfgang R, Langenbucher: Die Dmiokratisierund des 

Lesans in der zweiten Leserevolution* 

Rolf Eckmiller, Niels Galley, OttoJoachim Griisser: 

Nefi'obiologische und nachrichtentechnische Grund- 

lagan das L^sens. ^ 

Norbert Groeben, Briptte Scheele: Zur Psychologie das 

Nicht-Lesens. 

Wilhelm Salber, linde Salber: Motivationen das Lesens 
and Nicht (-mehr) -Lesens, 

Klaus Kippert, Christiane Geisthardt: Kritische Analyse 
dar Lesaarziehung in der geganwartigan Gasallschaf t. 
Walter Ruagg: Lesan als Bedingung humanar Existanz 
in einar offenan Gesellschaft. 

Ruth Meyers Lesan als Mittel dar Welterfahrung? 
Ulrich Saxar: Das Buch in der Medienkonkun^enz. 

The second section includes broad discussion: 

Christa Mevas! Lesan und Familie. 
Arndld Grommingar: Lesan und Schula. ' 
Frolinde Balseri Lesan und Erwachsanenbildung. 
Heinz Stainberg: Lesan in offentlichen Bibliotheken 
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<; ^ '"^i^^ Der Autor— kein BaiifiWld 

Hemz IWediichi Wer dmckt was fur wan and wanun? 

Fet^ des Sortimentsbuchhandels in 

° ^ unsMW und kurtf tiger Zait. . 

Wolfgang Strauss* Buchwissenschaft als Gemeinsqjhafts- 

aufgabe des Buchhandeli, 

Ijid^g Muthi Ausblicke. ^ 

Eymar Fertig, Heinz Steinbergs literatur zur Lesen- 
forschung. 

Hansen, I. V. Young People Reading: The Novel in 
" . Secondary Schools. Second Cdntury in Australian 
Education. Series, No. 8. Melbourne: Melbournp 
University Press, 1973, 

The author addresies teachers, parents, and young 
readers on the importance of reading fiction for young 
people. The first chapter, '*Young People Reading," 
discussea the development of children's literature since 
the Eighteenth Centuiy, "The Novel in the ConsMT^a- 
tive Classroom-'^^rgues for the inclusion of contempo- 
rary as well as tffassical literature in the curriculum5 in 
order to provide a^ comprehensive view of literature* 
"Why Read Novels Anyway?" asserts that the recogni- 
tion of the human condition through the novfel is 'a 
legitimate aim for any English program for young peo- 
ple. The interpretive process is also discussed. "Ex- 
ploring through Fiction" includes reviews of six books, 
two appropriate for each of threp age groups* "The 
Wide Reading Scheme" discusses the recent assumption 
by reading of the dominant role in the English cur- 
riculum, "A Micro-Sample: The Reading of Some 
Fif teen- Year- Olds" \ reviews a reading program pre- 
viously used by the author in his classes. The last 
chapter is a summary of the book* The appendices 
contain lists of suggested and award-winning books* 

Haviland, Virginia. "Children: Their Reading Inter- 
ests and Needs," Children oTtd Literature^ Views 
and Reviews. Glenview: Scott Foresman, |973, 
Chapter 3. 

, Chapter three includes reprints of five articles that 
deal with such controversies as whether books should^ 
promote a certain value and whether children should 
be free to choose their own reading materials. 
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lAbrary Magaiim^ No. 4, j974. 

Houseman, Ann LfORD, "Tuned in to the Entire Family 
—a Book Festival," The Rmding Teacher, 27 (De- 
cember, 1973), pp. 246-248. . - 

Presents a school survey, of^favorite . children's books 
and discusses family involvamant in developing read- 
ing habits in elementary school studenti* 

IsHiKAWA, HiROYOSHi. "Conceming Readership Thtory," 
Studies on Editology^ No. 4 (December, 1973). 

Japan Council for Promotion of Book Reading. Memo- 
randum on Motimttng Rook Reading. Tokyo: Japan 
Council for Promotion of Book Reading, 1973. 

Japan Libraries Association. White Paper on Library 
1974. Tokyo: Japan Libraries Aisociation, 1974, 

Kakinuma, Takashi. "Reading Promotion during World 
War n,'' Library Magazim, No. 3, 1974. 

Kamaras, Istvan. "A konyv is az olvails a szovjet 
kiivarosok eleteben,'* Konyvtiri Figyelo^ 20 evf., 
1974, 3S2,pp. 2S9--267. . 

Kanosawa, Seisuke. "ftomotion of Reading and Rroper 
Reading Matter,'* Journal of Japan Institute of 
Editology, No. 14 (July, 1973). ' 

Karolyi, Agnes. Kutatdsi jelentes a pedagogmok 
olvasdsi kulturdjdval kapcsolatos felmdrdsroL 
Konyvtartudomdnyi es mddszertani kozpont^ orszd- 
gas pedagagiai konyvtdr es mu^um. Budapeit: 
Nepmuv Prop. Iroda, 1974, p. 98 (Summary in 
English). 

Report on a survey conducted in connection with tiie 
reading culture qf pedagogues. / 

Kawanaka, Yasuhiro. "Reader.*: in the Age of Infor- 
mation," Studies on Editolpgy^ No. 4 (December, 
1973). 
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:< f^qmk Thmr Utilimion. Tokyor Publication 
News Company^ 1973. . 

KiDA, Junichiro, fl^srfmf TecHniqms of Contempo- 
raries. Tokyoi The Mainichi Newspapers^ 1973. 

KiKUCHi, Katsuhibq. /'Reading and tiie Organization 
of Readers," Studies on Editologr, No. 4 (Decern- 
. . ber, 1973). ^ ^ \ ^ 

KiRSCH, Dorothy Italie, Current Expressed Rmdirig 
Interests of Young Children. Ed,D. Dissertation, 
Hofstra University, New York, 1973. 

The purposes of .this study were to survey expressed 
reading interests of firsts and secoDd^grade children 
from different geographic areas of the United States, 
w^th differihg i^acial, ethnic, and iocioecononiic^ back- 
p^ounds; to compare expresied reading interests of 
children in gradtP„pne and two in an attempt to deter- 
'mine if interests change; and to probe the derivation of 
children's reading interests. The subjects were 1^078 
first and second graders who ware asked on a one-to- 
one basis to outline what they would like to read or 
* have read to theml A structured interview 'followed. 
Responses were arranged into topics and classified in 
seven prearranged categories; information scientific, in- 
formation historic, information 1970's, realistic "fiction, 
imaginative fiction, humor, and poetry: The results in- 
dicated that sipiificant differences in expressed read- 
ing interests were found in reference to sex, I*Q-i 
reading level | prls showed greater interest in realistic 
fiction and less in information 1970's than boys; sex 
and racial ethnic group appeared to affect reading m- 
terest significantly for second p*aders; and sipiificant 
differences, in reading interests, apparently existed be-, 
tween first- and second-grade children. . ^ ' 

KoBAYASHi, HrnosHi. "Libraries versus Readers," Stud- 
ies on Editology, No. 4 (December, 1973) . 

KoBAYASHi, KosuKE. /The Right to Read," Studies on 
Editologr, No. 4 (December,^ 1973) . 
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; MAcmL^ I^OR "Der Buchhandel in Soilp- 

logischtr Sichti'* Buck und Buchhandel in ZahlBn^ 
i97¥. Frankfurt-am-Main: Borsenverein des Deut- 
schen Buchhandels, 1974. 

A sociological study of the book trade* 

Maeda, Ai. The Rise of Modem Readers, Tokyo: 
,Yuseido Co., 1973. ^ 

' Mainichi Newspapers^ The. Public Opinion Resmrch^on 
Reading, 1973, Tokyo.' The Mainichi N^ewspaperi, 
1973* 

Mainichi Newspapers, The* Public Opinion Research on 
Reading, 1974. Tokyo: The Mainichi Newspapers, 
1974. . _ 

Mapin, Margaret, The Role of Books in Higher Educ^- 
tion: A Selected Annotated Bibliography. Sheffield* 
Unive^ity of Sheffield, 1974* 7 

Manpt, Peter H, Students and 5ooit^yLondon and Bos- 
ton: Routledge and Kegan Paul, Ltd., 1974 

Martens, Alexander tJ. Mitrnwhen & Gewinnen. 
Frankfurt-am-^ain: Borsenverein des Deutschen 
Buchhandels, 1974. . \ ' ' } . 

l\ pamphlet about the 16th oral reading competition 
^eld in West Germany, with broad support from gov- 
ernment, by the German book trade. 

Martinez, Eugenia. "Inchieste suUe letture dei ra- 
gazzi," Giornale della Libreria, (May, 1975), pp* 
53-64. 

Mills and Boon, The Facts about Romantic Fiction. 
London: Mills and Boon, 1974. 

Munetake, Asako, "Group Reading and the Partici- 
pants," Studies on Editology^ No. 4 (December, 
1973). 
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^^v;i;^iNattc»aai ^oqh$ ana c^tmmts. 

dost^he National Book I^tg^ 

, , NoRiNG, I^sere og Iming. Den norske Bok- 

klubbens lesGrsosiolpgiske undersQkelse, Stabekk by 
Oslo I Den nor|ke Bokklubben, 1974. 

NoaiNG, 0YSTEIN. Lesing og kommuniMsjon Kort rap- 
port. St^hd^^by Oslo: Deri norske Bokklubben^ 
. . 1974. 

^ ■ _ 

Nose, Hitoshi. -'On Readers," Journal of Japan Insti- 
tute of EditolQgy, No. IS (September, 1973) . 

Ogami^ Sad AO. Rmding Therapy— Its Theory 'and Prac- 
tice, Tokyo: Bunkyo Shoin Co., 1973. 

Okubo, Hisao. "Literature about Readers," Studies on 
/Ediiology, No, 4 .(December4 1973) , 

E¥ogress Publishers. Books in the Service of Peace^ Hu- 



/ manism and Progress, Moscow: / Progress Pubr 
/ lishers, 1974. ^ 

Proceedings of a UNESCO-sponsored international sym- 
posium September 12-1 5, 19725 in celebratioh of In^--""' 
ternational Book Year. Available in Rusiian and_fiig- 
lish editions, ^ " 

Robinson, M., with Weintraub, S; "Research Re- 
lated to Children's Interests and to Developmental 
Values of Reading," iLz^rary Trends, 22, 1973, pp* 
81^108. 

Reviews techniques used arid results of studies which 
concern themselves with the preferences of children to 
and for reading. 

Discusses the fact that most studies do not deal with 
"the disposition which impels an individual to seek op- 
portunities and sources to read." 

The second part of the paper deals with studies tliat 
are related to the effects of reading, i,^.^ what values 
does the child obtain through reading. It is quite diffi- 
cult to secure the students' perceptions of the value(i) 
in a selection. / \ 
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RowELL^ C. Glennon. "An Investigation of Factbrs Re- 
lated to Change in Attitude toward Reading," Jour- 
nal of Reading Behavior, 5 0) JF an, 1972-^3), 
' ' pp' 266-^72/ ' ' ' 

Studind the relationship betweeri change in attitude 
toward reading and achievement in word identification, 
vocabulaiy and reading.-' comprehension skills; sex; 
socio-economic status; and age. Seventy pupils in grades 
4 through 8 were used. Statistically significant rela- 
tionships were , found between change of attitude 
toward reading and achievement in recognition of 
words in -isolation, level of comprehension, recognition 
of letter sounds, and syllabication. No significant rela- 
tionships were found between change in attitude toward 
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University of Tennessee at Nashville . 
Library'. 

323 McLembre Avenue 
Nashville, pTennessee 372P3 



111 



; [TeclmicJal Assistance Reference Center / - ' 

1400 University Club Building 
436 East South Temple Street 
Salt Lake City, Utah 841 1 i 

yertnont 

,_^Twin Stat^ Educational Information System 
Vermont State Department of Education 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 - . . - _ — 

'>^r-^••• ' •■; ' . 

/ 'ouse on Reading and CommuiLoation ' 

Skills 

. Speech Comiiiunication Module 
5205 Leesburg Pike 
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